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Dear Bahn and FrIENDS, 


Y O U have already heard the ſub · 
nan of the following diſcourſe from /the 
pulpit, and at your requeſt 1 it is made pub - 
lic. My principal motive in doing this, is i . 5 
to promote your ſpiritual intereſts, I there. 1 
fore preſent it to you in particular; ane 
carneſtly entreat you to make the ſubject 2 
familiar to your minds, by frequently ready; * * . 
ing it in your retirements and families. 1 
And the Lord grant it may be inſtructivee es 
refreſhing, and eſtabliſhing to your ſouls; * 4 
and to the ſouls of all, into "whoſe hands. | 
it may come. N. 1 

din hath ſet you all at an af diſtance > 
from * 


- * 
— N 


3 


\ - 


ag 


TE, 


"Tal God; and without 3 kid 1 
brought near to him, you cannot be hap-. 
py; pe” unleſs you enjoy a preſent near- 


neſs to him, by faith in the great Mediator, 


you cannot hope for the future fruition 

him in heaven. In the following diſcoutfe, 
I have attempted to ſtate this 1 important 
ſubject with plainneſs. You are wineſſes, 
joe. God allo, that the ſacred doctrines and 
truths herein held forth, are What 1 have 


uniformly preached, and inculcated among? 
you ; being convinced, that divine conſo- 
lation, true holineſs, and genuine religion 
in all the fruits of it, are inſeparably con- 


nected with the knowledge and faith of 


theſe gracious diſcoveries. 


As I have ſolemnly devoted myſelf to, 


the ſervice of your ſouls, fo a regard to fa. 


-* ered truth, and your welfare, in concur- 


rence with the diſpoſals of Divine Provi- 
dence, hath led me to conſider it my duty 


to continue among you, although it hath - 

been attended with difficulties. I have 
however to make my grateful acknow- 
ledgments to you, for that concern yu 
have ſhewn to me, in endeavoring to 


firengthen my hands, and encourage me 
in a che work 2 God. 


1 L. ü > 
Y May that work proſpet i in each of your 
| ſouls ; and the Lord grant that our fel- - ..* 
lowſhip together may be. bleſſed to our 
mutual edification and comfort : that de- 
riving conſtant ſupplies from the fountain 
of all grace, we may experience the joys 
of faith, have our fruit unto holinefs, and 
the end EY lite, 
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Dear BRETHREN, and FRIENDS, 


Your faithful and willing ſervant, 5 8 g 


3 A | | | 
in the Goſpel of Cnarst, 3 
JOHN STANGER. 
Brſſels Green, Bs 4 
June 24, 1785. 5 
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EuksrAxNs III. 12. 
In whom . we, have boldneſs and acceſt 
with confidence by the faith 'of him. 


HE Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: is of un- 


divine grace are exhibited, and a. free, 
complete, and everlaſting ſalvation made 
known to a- guilty world. Here we behold the e- 
ver bleſſed God, diſplaying the luſtre of his perfec- ' 
tions, by raiſing to himſelf a people out of the a- 
poſtate race to the praiſe of his glory: reſcuing them 
from ſin and ruin, bringing them to himſelf, and 
making them happy. We learn here how the rights 
of divine government are maintained, and the threat- 
nings againſt ſin executed ; while grace is freely ex- 
tended to the guilty, their ſins pardoned, and their 
perſons juſtified before their offended ſovereign: In 
this ſacred revelation, the adorable Jehovah emphati- 
cally proclaims himſelf under that awful yet endear- 
ing character, which excites the aſtoniſhment of an- 


T peakable worth. Herein the riches of = 


gels, and the praiſe of the redeemed, The qu G 


and the SAVIOUR, Iſa. xIv. ar.” In the goſpel of 
Jeſus we are likewiſe informed how miſerable crea- 
Mrs, who are deflled and polluted by fin, are deli» 
vered from its malignant influence, \ reſtored to vi- 
al holincſs, and formed for ' communion» with a ho- 

c 


(2) 
ly God. For the accompliſhment of theſe? important | 
ende ample proviſion is inade by Giving grace ; ai 
thereby a new and liting way opened for thoſe} who 
were alienated from, and enemies to God, to have 
acceſs. to him, and be for ever happy. That as fin 
hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign through 
- righteouſneſs unto eternal life by Feſus Giri our Lord. 
Rom. v. 21. - 

This rich . 
Ry great ſubje& of the'goſpel, originates in his own 
free love and eternal purpoſe. From this ſacred ſource 
iſſue all the bleſſings of ſalvation and eternal life, The 
Whole of this amazing proviſion, prior to ft open 
© manifeſtation, was a myſtery hid in God ;, the W 
of his will; the hidden ada which Coil witlpnt 
| the world unto our glory + ver. , of this chap. 
Eph. i. 9. x Cor: ii. 7. This yracs. po wah 
to man, immediately after he had firlt ſinned z\ahfluthe 

divine light, like the dawning of the morning, inf 
ed through the old teſtament. diſpenſation, though 

more particularly confined to the people of - Iſrael ſor 
dit was long hid from the gentile nations; and its 
cleareſt and fulleſt manifeſtation was not made 9 
the world, till after our Lord's exaltation in - hear 
ven, when he fulfilled his gracious promiſe to his 
apoſtles, and ſent the Holy Ghoſt to lead them into 
All truth. John xvi. 13. Then che goſpel receives 
the higheſt confirmation, and the dun of 4 
ſhone forth in his meridian! glory. Bleſſed be 
ho hath extended the enlivening tays of this divine 


| _ 10 us: and that our eyes have, ſeen, and or 


eurs have heard, theſe Wonderful things ; which, in 
. eſpe to their ſacred origin and. immutable /ſtabilitys 
are accor diu to the etennaſ u hole, which A! pu- 
Pf 42 Jus our * Vr. 4. . TY 
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(3). 

The Apoſtle having obſerved in the preceding verſ- 
es of the chapter, that chis divine myſtery and gra 
cious purpofe of God was now matte known in 1 
golpel, and that he himſelf, though meu and um- 
worthy, was the horoured inſtrument; of publiſhing 
theſe glad tidings to the gentile world; he- in the 
words of the text mentions a very capital and diſ- 
tinguiſhing ptivilege, which. all thoſe perſons enjoy 
to whom God makes known ie riches of thei glory M 
myſtery. 1 They having their minds 'enlightened inta 
it, and receiving it as the truth of God, habe free 
acceſs into all. this fulneſs. Having a view of Chriſt 
25 herein exhibited;-and being by faith vitally united 
to him, they behold a way opehed in which they tan 
draw near to God, with confiflence, Joy, and hope, 
They can lock to God as. their father; and in this 
relation to him, ſee their 1 oy pan bogs 


of th6/eveilaſſing'Govenant. . 
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implied in the are which may tend to vince | 
its importance. its 
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. and i wag-nr L900 
tinued: in this ſtate of original purity, he doubtleſs 
enjoyed near and happy communion with his adora- 
ble maker and ſovereign. © By ſin, this happineſs was 
forfeited and loſt, and man became miſerably alien- 
ated from his God. His expulſion from the earthly 
paradiſe, was an awful token of his being cut-off 
from communion with the . ſource of  felicity; Gen. 
iii. 23, 24. Sin having thus entered into the world, 


it hath diffuſed its dreadful contagion through; he 
whole human race. ; The ſoul of every individual ß 


infected with the awful malady, ſo that the imaginat 
| hon of every man's heart it evil from his youth, Jen. 
vii, 21, The firſt parents of mankind being depraved 
and polluted by ſin, the pollution and depravation 
ſpreads through all their offspring, for that which! i 
born of the Aal is fleſh; which evidently implies, 
that there is in every one hy nature à principle and 


diſpoſition, oppoſite to that which is holy: and pi. 
ritual: compare John iii. 3—6. The fountain being 


corrupt, tue ſtreams muſt neceſſarily be impure. This 
mournful fact is aſſerted by the apoſtle, we all. h 
our converſation in times paſt in the 'lufts ꝙ our fleſh 


fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh and of the mind; and 
ware by nature the, children of wrath even t. | OUfErS. 


Eph. ii. 3. He who obſerves the apparent natural} 
6 propenlities of mankind around. him, and at the fame, 


time looks into his own heart, and compares What 


we dees in others; and what he feels im himſelf, with- 


the infallible oracles, may from hence derive irrefra- 


* evidence of the NO corruption” * bu- 
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1 
man mind, and that this corruption is univerſal. 
This being the caſe, e ſtutb and condition of man- 
kind is wretched and miſerable WN e IN 
de further” agen PL contintng, 0 2 4 

3,7 FP 
I. | That ey in their fallen 3 8 
rally prone. to depart from God, and are an fully a- 
Lenated. from him. To love, ſerve, and glorify God, 
is the bounden duty of all men as being his crea- 
tures, ſupported by his power, and conſtant partakers 
of his bounty; and as God is the ſource of felicitys 
ſo nothing can be of equal importance to the, enjoy- 
ment of his favour. But fuch is the folly and tni- 
ſery of the apoſtate race, that inſtead of ſeeking God. 
their purſuits are directed to other objects and things. 
Inſtead of "love to God, fubjeftion to bis g6vern- | 
ment, and a' concern for his glory, the world has 
their hearts,” it engroſſes their warmeſt affeQions, 
aud their chief inquiry is, who will ſhew-us any tem- 


poral god tie mind- the things of the fleſh, and 


things "that are A as the ſole objects of their | 
earneſt purſuit, "Pfal 6. Rom. viii. 5. Phil. ini. 19. j 
Hence they are ignorant what it is to converſe wich 


God; they have no acceſs to him, nor any fervent de- * 


ſires aer him. Regardleſs of the divine authority, and 4 
inſenſible of their own 'traeſt intereſt, they Il ve with- > 
ou! God in the world, Eph. ii. 12. and the language of 
their hearts is, what 7s the Almighty that we ſhould Jerve - 
him, and what profit” Rall we oa Prov 551 8 A 
Job'xxi. 15. | 
To live in a ſtate of alienation” from oN is be⸗ 


y dreadful indeed, yet there are multitudes who reſt 
themſelves fatisfied in this ſtate, and "ſeem to be 3 


ways alarmed with their awful ſituation. But let me 
entreat thec, O thou thoughtleſs creature, whoeyer thou 


(6) 


art, to conſider. chat dofreftion ated mſeryiarer in-thy 
ways. Rom. ili. 16. Thou art engaged and amuſ- 
ed with the enjoyments of the world, and the gra- 
tifications of ſenſe ; 3 and all your care is engroſſed by 
theſe, while God is forgotten, and his word is neg- 
lected; While the favor of God, and your: own eter- 
nal intereſt are trifled with. May the Lord in mer- 
cy rouſe thee from thy dangerous ſlumber, and con- 
vince thge that % end of the/e things is death: Rom. 
vi. 21, — * „ enn N | 
* 10 2 aj 2?! 2 fy 01 


2. Ro mankind” are ganuratly. al a to turn 1 
from God, ſo they are defiled and polluted by ſing | 
and thereby incapable of any intercourſe or fellow- 
ſhip with him, conſidered, as a God. of holineſs ;: what - 
* communion hath with light darkneſs The ſoul of man 
by nature being morally, impure, and under the, do- 
minion and influence of ſin, there is in him,a 
ful contrariety to real holineſs, and an; utter 127 
to it; and conſequentiy a total diſinclination to 
near to God, or ſeek after him, for ; the, carnal, mia ind 
is enmity againſt God. Rom, viii, 7. While this en 
mity remains, the ſinner is afar off from, God, for on- 
ly the pure in heart can approach ta, and enjoy him. 
So long thereſore as the heart continues under the 
tyranny of fin, and its abominable pollution, there can 
be no fellowſhip with him, who is the fountain of un- 
ſpotted purity and. unſullied holineſs,,, A; perſon, 87 
biding in this wretched condition, has no capacit 
diſpoſition, or moetneſs to enjoy God, either. in this, 
or the future world, being deſtitute of that, holine/?,, 
witheut which no. nan ſhall fee the- Lord. Heb. vb. 34+ 


"4, Mankind in their fallen fate are” alſo under 
| * +. of * ae to the Juſt ſenterice of that 


divi ine 
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divine law. * ma ang, to: the ach of 
2 ſin-avenging God. Hence they ſtanch cut of from 
all acceſs to God, or hope of acceptance Bath; him, 
on the ſoot of their on righteouſneſs. Sin is- 2 
contrariety to the revealed will, as welb as 40 the holy 
nature of God. The divine law not aulyaniapifelts | 
what ſin is, but alſo what it-deſenes,: It zeveals. the 
wrath of God againſt oll-upgodlineſs and ane 
ne/s of men, Rom. i. 18. againſt every fin, even thg 
leaſt departure from abſolute perſection· It denoun- 
ces an awful ſentence againſt every. tranſgroſſor, for 
it is witten, curſed is every one that contenuti not 
in all things which are written inthe; look of; the lain, 
10 do them. Gal. iii. 10 Thus the guilty; ſoul, hands 
doomed to baniſhment-and miſery from, God. The 
flaming ſword of divine juſtice forbids, his appronch 
to the ſource of felicity, and he lies undes the tre- 
mendous threatening of being puniſted with goer/aſting 
deſtrudkion from. the. preſence of tie Lord, e 
glory rn 2 Thel. i i. 18 it bK eh 
| alta; * 
x „ iv if pt tins / 
I they cannot have acceſs to God, or find ag, j,, 
ad ban, by vines -f ay natural, princigles.thes 2 - - 
| poſſeſs, or any. obedience; they are capable of per © 
| ing. There is, indeed, a ſtrong. propenlity in man- 
kind, to denvwe to the covenant of works. Then 
* | are naturally led to think of ſome. power or ca- E 
| pacity within themſelves, - to do that which ſhall 
q daoeœcommend) chem to the divine favor. And, though 
they may acknowledge themſelves to, be Inner, and 


3 


' i that weir obedience is defective, ety thaving. ſome 

ö gonerat notion of Chriſt as 4 ſaviour, theythops:that 
; though him their imperſoctions will be overlooked ; 

, . wad by(-doing-the beſt they can, God, will be-merciful 

it „ h 4 0 


* 


„ 


to them. $till all their hopes of acceptance wih 


God hinge on ſome goodneſs of their own: their 


honeſt principle; their ſincere deſires ; their freedom 


from ſome immoralities and ſins ; and the perſorm- 


ance of ſome civil, moral, or religious duties; theſe, 


and things of the like nature, ——— 


their confidence, and for which they conclude they 


ſtand entitled to the an Jeſus . 


Chriſt. 


propenſity, it will appear that man was originally 


If we enquire into we — of chis natural | 


formed to live under a covenant of Ae His na- f 


ture was fitted to this conſtitution. So 
continued obedient, ſo long he enjoyed the favor of 
God. And although he is now à fallen creature, 


and ſtands guilty before his omniſcient judge, et 


he ſtill retains the original idea, that the divine fas... 
vor can no otherwiſe be enjoyed but by his obedi- 


N 


ence. Meer reaſon and conſcience can carry him im og 


further. And this principle, through the darkneſs of 
his underſtanding, is cheriſhed and cultivated as be- 


ing highly flattering to the pride of his heart, that 


odious production of human depravity. On this foun- 


dation, mankind in a ſtate of nature, labour to build* © 
one another up, and mean to ere& à tower, whoſe 
top ſhall reach to heaven. On this fabric of a vi- 


ſion they reſt their ſouls, and from hence loudly pro- 


claim the dignity of human nature, and the excel- | 


lence of moral virtue; while the goſpel of Jeſus is 


treated with contempt, and thoſe diſtinguiſhing and 1 


precious doctrines, which relate to the way of a ſin- 


ner's acceptance with God, are reviled as irrational, and | - 
conſidered as the weak peculiarities of enthuſiaſtic © | 
bigots. Being ignorant of Gods righteouſneſs, and, 
ing about to eftabliſh- their own righteouſneſsy ++ 5 | 
ROO ates a | 
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(9) 
lde ee themſeloes 1 4 reliefs 7 
God. Rom. x. 3. 1 

To prevent any e 1 wad tube 
obſerve, that the obligatiom on mankind; to yield:d» 
bedience to the divine law, is undeniably evident. 
This obedience is a. reaſbnhable ſbivice. It ie a 
debt of gratitude we owe. to the ſupreme ſovereigny 
on account: of the numeraus' benefits and favors, he 
beſtogs upon us. Our obligation hereto, avifeth from 
the relation we ſtand in to God and to dur fel - 


low creatures; conſequently, while this relation re- 


mains indiſſoluble, the obligation muſt continue per. 
petual and immutable. It may likewiſe! bei obſerv- 
ed, that the moral law requires -unfinning/obedience ; * 
a confotmity of heart and life, to every ppint and 
tittle of ita ſacred injunctions. It being holy and 
juſt, every departure from its requirements muſt! be 
ow If it therefore: admitted of any thing leſs. 


than complete obedience; it would: ſo- far give a li⸗ 
cence to fin, and be contradictory to itſelf fequin” | 


ing one thing, yet admitting another oppoſite to that: 


required. But this can never conſiſt wits haben + 7 


mutable holineſs of the divine legiſlator; who*ts/ of 
purer eyes than to behold evil. Hab. i. 13. 


Though. the. divine law requires perſect and pr f 


petual obedience of mankind, yet, in this obedience, 


every one has failed ; for all have finned,” ahd come 
ſhort of tie glory of: God. This, awful fact is clear- 


ly and fully aſſerted in the loriptures: Rom. iii; 9 
—19, 23. 2. Chro. vi. 36. Eccl. vii. 20. Gal: iii. 22. 
1 John i. 8, 10. And having: ſinned, we ate all far 
from righteguſaeſa. All our beſt doings are imper- 


ect, pollated,-and worthleſs; and cannot ' properly be 


called righteouſneſs,, for they can avail us nothing 
bon our gcceptahce with God, nor afford us anys the . 
C 1 


(10 


leaſt ground of 8 in n him. Be 
are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſaeſſes 
are as fihy rags. Iſa. Ixiv. 6. This being the ſtate 
of all, it follows, that it is both vain and danger- 
| ous for any to truſt in their own obedience, or do- 
2 to recommend them to the divine favor. By the 


deeds of the lau ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight. "And 8 


as many as are of the works of the law, are wntler' the i 
curſe. Rom. iii. 20. Gal. iii. 10. Here, all mankind a 
Rand on a level. Whatever emen there may be be· ; 
tween ſome perſons and others in » moral view, or i 
whatever difference in the degree of guilt, between y 
one and another; yet, as all have ſinned, ſo all who 0 
remain in their fallen ſtate are under condemnation. \ 


Their hopes are all cut off by the covenant of 
works; and there is no refuge for the guilty foul, 
by any natural powers, or capacities he oY 
or in any obedience he can perform. 5 
Such is the miſery of man, as a fallen icrea 
And from hence appears the worth and importanee 
of that gracious proviſion, made in Chriſt for ſin- 
ners. The ſubject which I have been holding forth 

to view, is indeed awful and alarming; ; but the ſcene 
will be delightfully reverſed, in our ne on n 

I next propoſed 2 that is, | | 


I. To inquire into the way, "which: "Gal 60 
graciouſly provided, for a ſinner” s acceſs to himſelf. 


In that ruinous and hopeleſs condition, into which 
fin hath involved us, the ſupreme ſovereign: might 
juſtly have left us all, to periſh for ever. We had 
no Claim to the divine mercy; and had mercy been far! 
ever withheld, till God would have been juſt and 

righteous. But, wonder, O heavens ! and be aſtomiſli- 
| ORAL" oh Inſtead eee g i 
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übers e on gelt criminals, grace 
erects her throne. A proclamation. of divine mera 
is made in the glorious goſpel: its joyful import is, 


The Lord, the e 8 ae, eres ne. | 


XXIV. 6. | 

"This reviving. Giſcovery of divine! Eo! is om 
gether ſovereign and free. Here, grace abounds in 
its ine xhauſtible riches, .in. order to make the guilty 
and miſerable happy: to which end, a new and liv- 
ing way is opened for their acceſs to God, Which 
is the ſubject of our preſent inquiry: and concerning 
which, I would obſerve, that this way. is graciouſly! 
opened by the mediation. of Jeſus. * i it is the 
way * fr; and the way of- 2 7 5 * aft 

art 2 

2 Tue way, the only way, * a RE 5 In 

God, is by the Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, the great mmer, 


ator. , 4 \ A; 


331 1 


The holy. law of God being immutable, RF) 
no way for ſinners to approach with acceptance to 


the eternal ſoverei isn, but by a full and 7 be ; 
tisfd&tioh being g giyen, to all its demands, and all its 


denutciations. ' In this view, the apoſtate,r race of man, . 


lie without help , and Without h. as to. all they 
can dd by thbir beſt als Fe 


efforts. But, for ever adored be hy Lenten anne 


* 


of Gad, 4% © is laid on one that. 3s mighty... Te 


Lord"Fefus is the appointed ſaviour : . he ſtands rer, 


fponfible” for all that the divine law 1 and he.. 


alone is equal to this t undertakin en- 
gaged birpſelf, as "ery of the. — 5 in be. 
half or all thoſe, o were given him of the Father, "op 
voluntarily undertook the cauſe, and, in his great 
love, catne to redeem and ſave them. For yy *r 
ute s work, he way _—_ way qualified: 


: 
* | C 2 2 £ "A 


- 
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. N 
As the perſons to be redeemed and ſaved, were 
partikers of fleſh und blood, it was necüful that he 
| allo mould take part of the Tame. As fin wat, chm 
. mittel, und the lawy viclated, by the human tics, 
1 it"feems abſblutefy requiſite, that the penalty threat> 
| 3 ened by the law, ſhould be ſuffered ; and the 'ohe* 
1 dlience uequlreu, be performed, by one in human 52. 
= ture, in order to make à full dtonement for fin, fü 
i to'bring in 2 juſtifying 'righteotſneſs;* For this end 
1 the word a eee nd TIO us," John" 
'F $I4 rn 
| It appears alto highly necell. that the ey” 
for ſinners ſhould himſelf be mr | ſin. Such gr 
cer gest High Prieſt, whooffere# up bimſtür n 
ES the facrifice.. Ile was, that holy thing, born of U# 
virgin, free from all natural depravation; and was holy, 
harmleſs, unlefuled, fipurate from, fund; as a. . lamb.” 
roithout Hemiſh und without ſpot, Luke i, 35. . 
vii, 26, 1 Pet, i, 19. 5 
But as the great and abdvous work of faving ge 
ners, is deyond the power of a mere creature be; 
fe, we find that our compaſſi onate mediator 1s: che. 0 
don of God; "One. with the Father; the. creator, l; 
uphiolder, and fovereign « of all worlds. Trove . and. x 
ber divinity” being. united to the human nature of. 
Jefus, aſt that he flid and ſuffered, hath infinite mer f. 
fit ana- worth in it. The ſufferings he endured, and, d 
| tlic oþedjence he rendered, 6 a full atonement, | 
FY.\-þ an everlaſting righteouſneſs, Tor in ham duell 3 
en alf "the fulne of the Godhead bodiy. Col. ür 9% 
Our dus Emanuel being in every reſpect capaci-.. 
tated for this great work, and able to ſave to the utter-, 
moſt, he dec a ſubſtitute in the room of the gul-. 
| w. to redeen them from the curſe, and poſſeſs, them 
with LE to M. £ 8 W E. 
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required, he Te in its fulleſt extent: and 1 
Ember which the Yip threatened to the 285 
der, to This he fübmittsd, and this be endured 3 
its dreadful ſeverity. ' Although he,was, TR | 
of Gad, ,yet being N ſurety, Un, was gharg- 
ed and jmputed to him. This, 1 . freque n 
mentioned Me the i inh pargd 1 wyiters, and 7 held Toh in 
the plaineſt lang as 2 of, the e utmoſt | im- 
gat, c I The Lard laid on 
him the ruguity ' 9 Ws #2 6 K. THe the e 

He bare” our At. He /u red for. t he gj i. 
was once. offered jo bear the fin 
fn for us. He was 4 curſe | far ws, TH. i 6. Rom. 
6. x fer i. 4. J f. He 6,28 cur. v. 
21. Gal. in. 13+ What aſtoni condeſcenſion, 


and compaſſ jon is here exhibited! Kk. to Calva- 
9 and behold the awful ſcene. There gu ſee. the, 


Son of God extended in agonies and blood, under 


the enormous weight. of aggravated Suilt. wa Ne, ſword, 
of inexorable juſtice js theathed in his heart, yet. 

love ſtronger than death, hears him on te the final 
completion of . his arduous work, when, to the eyer-. 
laſting Joy of his Peoples be ſaid, i ele, John. 
xix. 30. | 0+ 201 0) gglg 


In this faded) walk of ihe. bleſed ; ſeſus, , 


ſatisfaQion is made to all the .xequirements of. the, 


divine law, and the demands of juſtice. The/prics- 


of redemption is paid down to tho very laſt-mite 5; OY 


Ky atonement is made for ſin ; Anda perfeS'; 

and, everlaſting righteouſneſs is wrought: to, juſtify tha. 
ungodly. This being done, he hath, = our logie g 
ous High Prieſt, and prevalent intereeſſor, entered in- 
ta the moſt holy place, even into heaven itſelf, wick 


his own blood: there be appears in all the virtue TOs) 


of his great acrifice and perfect obedichce. _ 


7 


; of many... He was EM 
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65 a way, is pa bo ; ane ones, my 
ty aliens, to draw near to God with acceptance, ff 


ing therefore brethren bollne/s 4 tg enter into the hol: 

{hs Blog of ſas.” Heb. x. 1 5 ti A 
„Such is the infinite itriportapce my the  obecken 4 
and ſufferings of our adorable mediator, in theceva 
gelical ſyſtem, that herein all his "offices, an ad. works 
centre. \ What he. completed « on the croſs, 1 95 
the very eſſence and glory of the golpel.. T o this, 
all the diſcoveries of divine grace to fi ful 10 
have a direct, and an immediate reference. 2 
might be moſt amply demonſtrated, by er 


that in the croſs of Jeſus, the love of God t 


— — 


has its ſulleſt and brighteſt madifeſtation. Reg Fe 8. 
1 John iv. 10, John xv. 13. Rev, i. 5. 0 The pip 
phets of the old teſtament, Wh all” 15 witneſs 5 
the promiſed Meffiah, teftified beforchand the Jufferin i 
he ſhould | endure.” 1 Pet. i. 11. The ceremonial la 
in its numerous ſacrifices, was a ſhaddw of the 0 
pel; and evidentiy typefiec the offering of the bot ly of. 
Feſus onct for all. eb. & 10. This was the rating 
ant! capital ſubjett of the miniſtration of the a 
_ with à divine commiſſion, they preached 1 
to the world; we, ſay they, preach Chriſt Truth" 
1 Ci. 23. Al the blſſihgs of Uvine gfe. 


| pe” 8 in reference to / hob U the new obe 


nan! Mat! xxvi.'28. Spiritual Mfe in the ſoul, ret 


gddlineſs, and al its genuine fruits; lare derived frum 
ie croſs of Chriſt; Which, 70 i e Are. abel i 


de pemer of Cod. 1 Cor. i. 18. And when we rel 


flect on ee inſtitution of- Jefüs, wherebiy Ws" 
| followers'are to ber forth his" deni till ' he tome, i 
_ miſt neceſſarily lead us to Mis concluſion, that the 
daoctrines of the eroſi are eſſential to the goſpel, and 


of dhe utmoſt PST: to 'be conf eee 


wel | view 


16 


view. 1, Gar. Abr God forbid that I ſhould glory. 
fave in, te eras Ld Lord Jeſus CAI. __ 


4. * 1954193 bas 1 


The goſpel throughout points to Jeſus..as che * | 


pha and omega, the- only and alſufficient ſaviour, and. 


fure forndation of confidence for ſinners ; and while 


he ſtands revealed to us in ſo exalted and important 
a character, the divinity of that character is. atteſted 
in the moſt ample and glorious manner. He 2 — 
to the world furniſhed with divine credentials. 
works he wroupht bore witneſs to him; — 
heaven declares him to be the beloved Son of, God; 


and his reſurrection from the dead was an irrefraga- | 


blevevidence, that ,what he engaged in was the will 
of his father, and completely. ayailable . for the great 
ends, for which he did It. Vim 105 Cod the. Fa- 


ther ſealed, John vi. 27. 


To whom then ſhall 8 N 


we go, but to this adorable mediator? He alone is 


able, and mighty to ſave, - All fulneſs dwells in him. 
His work is in way view Ce eta On tis; im- 
G 1 1 \ 
If the foverdl 1 fuggeled in die 8 
their connection with the death of Chriſt, be duly] conſider- 
ed, it muſt neceſſarily be concluded, that the doctrine of Chriſt's. 


proper atonement for ſin; is eſſential to the goſpel ; aud, cons , 
lquently, that true faith includes a regard to 5 great, doe- 


trine. 


they are doing, ho repreſent the dogtrihes of the poſpel 6 
meer ſpeculations ; and conſider it of lirtle ar nd eobſegnenbe, 
what a perſon. believes. And, I would -aſk, on what ſeriptu- 


kd, who, 'while they lay peculiar ſtreſs. on the doctrine of che 
atonement, do pevertheleſs unite in chriſtian fellowſhi or. form 
whneftiong #huivtik therero, with thoſe who this docs | 


\ 


I would therefore entreat thoſe” perſons to * wh. 


ral ground, the conduct of ſome other perſons, can be vindies . 


vine, or Who ſcem to Rave ho N its importance 2 © . 
x ' mutible 
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Uutable rock, the diſtreſſed ſinner” may reſt his rol 
in peace.. Hereby he may draw near to God with 


freedom and confidence : there is no other © way of 
acteſs' He himſelf declares, 7 am the way, the trath, 
and the life; no mam cometh unto pt 
Me. Jen Xv. _ | 


2. As thee Lord les Chiift is the ay wy 
the Father, it is through believing, or by the faith 
of him; that any are brought into this way 
| mediation of the Lord Jeſus, as pew through which 

alone a finer can Have acceſs t God, is a doctrine 
of the higheſt importance. This doctrine you may 
profeſs, and openly" avow, and yet be only a wor- 
ſhipper in the outer court, and never enter into the 


holieſt by the blood of Feſus ; have no acteſs to Got, 
or fellowſhip with him. A perſon may have a form 


of ſound doctrine in his head, and make a profeſſi- 
on of this before others, and be a ſtranger to the 
privilege mentioned in the text. As therefore this 


acceſs to God, is declared by the apoſtle to be by 


the faith of Feſus Chriſt, it is highly neceſſary we 
ſhould, enquire into the nature of this faith, and 


bow. à perſon becomes poſſeſſed of it. And this 


enquiry muſt appear of the utmoſt importance to e 


very one who duly conſiders, that the enjoyment of 
all the bleſſings of ſalvation and eternal life, are ſpo- 


ken of throughout the New Teſtament, as being in- 


ſeparably connected with faith in Jeſus Chriſt.- + 
Faith in Jeſus, neceſſarily ſuppoſes ſome apprehen- 
ſion and knowledge of him, as he is revealed in 
the goſpet'; for how ſhall they believe on him, of whom | 


they have not heatd. Tbe goſpel is appointed to be 
_ publiſhed to the world, and Chriſt exhibited as the 
great ant: * ſaviour, that thoſe who- ate in dark» 


neſs 
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heſs and ignorance may be brought ts know him, and . 
believe in him. Faith cometh by hearing, and * | 
by the word of God; Rom. x. 14, 17. | 

In this ſacred word is a diſcovery of all that au⸗ 
ners need, to ſave, and to make. them happy. The 
rich proviſion is completely ſuitable to the wants of 
the guilty and periſhing. Whatever are your neceſſi- 
ties, O ye wretched and miſerable, here is an allſuf- 
ficient fulneſs held forth to view. Jeſus is able and migh-= 
ty to ſave to the very uttermoſt. Are you ſenſible of 
the evil of ſin, and do you feel the burden of it? Is 
it terrifying to your conſciences, and are you longi ng 
for deliverance ? Then you are the perſons, to whom 
this divine meſſage of mercy. is immediately addreſſ- 
ed. To you is the word of this ſalvation ſent. The 
compaſſionate Saviour ſingles you out, as the objects 
of his peculiar regard, and invites you to look to him 
for all you need. Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. I any man, 
thirſt, let him come unto- me and drinks Mat xi. 28. 
John vi. 37. 

And, for your encouragement, — aſſured, that 
theſe bleſſings which you ſtand in need of, are abſo- 
lutely free. They are free gifts of divine, grace, be- 
ſtowed without maney and without price. IIa. lv. 1. 
They are deſigned only for the unworthy, the impo- 
veriſhed, | and the miſerable. The beſt. of mankind 
have nothing in them, to recommend them to this 
grace, for all haye ſinned. They have no better claim 
to it, than publicans, and harlots, and blaſphemers, 
and the very chief of ſinners. "The ſcripture ' hath 
concluded all under fin : and every ſenſible finner, 
be his ſins ever ſo heinous and aggravated, i is encotls 
raged to look, to Jeſus, in whom tirere is a free 
full ſalvagon for all, be 9 wey may, ui 


3 

tome unto Cod by him. Him that cometh unto me f 
wilt in no wiſe caft out. John vi. 37. 
The perſon who believes in Jeſus, comes to king 
humbly fits at his feet, and hears his word: To 
this word he. gives a ſerious, and earneſt attention; 
The light and glory of it illuminates his underſtand: 
ing, and ſhines into his heart. Hence it is appre- 
hended in its ſuitableneſs and worth, in its beauty 
and lovelineſs, and in its reality and certainty. This 
evinces to the mind that it is divine; that it is in 
very deed, the truth of God. As ſuch it is received in- 
to the heart and ſoul, as being worthy of all accep- 
tation; and there it abides as an ingrafted word, in 
its divine life, power, and influence. The Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is formed in the heart, as the only foun- 
dation of confidence and hope. The ſoul is vitally 
united to him, and there is a real participation and 
enjoyment of his divine righteouſneſs, and everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation. Hence ys experienccd peace in the 
conſcience, and divine conſolation ; and the incorrup- 
tible ſeed of the word being received, it lives and 
abides in the ſoul, and brings forth fruit unto ever- 
laſting life. John i. 12. iii. 33. 1 Theſ. ii. 13. Jam. 


3. 21. Gal. iv. 19. Rom. xv. 12. Rom. v. 2 


1 Pet. i. . 
This is faith in Jeſus Chriſt; and this Faith is 


the gift of God. It is his ſovereign prerogative to 


impart it, and to make his word effectual for that 
important end: for neither is he that planteth any. 
ching, neither he that watereth, but God that giv- 
eth the increaſe. He it is who opens the heart to 
word, and engages the attention to it : and then 
ings - the word home to the heart, and writes it 
e in indelible characters by his eternal ſpirit. 

Hence it is, that all who believe in Jeſus, believe 
through 
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from ſin to holineſs take place in the ſoul, in or- 
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through grace. o 1 Cor. iii. 05 Acts xvi. 14. 1 
vi. 3. Acts xvüi. 27. | | 

- Thoſe, who have obtained this —— faith, — 
the way of acceſs to God, and they are brought in- 
to it, for they know Chriſt, and are made one with 
him. By his dying agonies the veil is rent, and 
an open door ſet before them, by which they can en- 
ter, and approach the moſt. holy. His great work , 
completed on the croſs, his preſent appearance in 
heaven, and the free promiſe of grace made in him, 
being received as truth, and realized to the heart, 
forms the ſole ground of their confidence, And from 
hence, with ſacred boldneſs, they can approach tha 
throne of the ſupreme Majeſty, and with freedom 
addreſs him, as their God, and their Father. Nous 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometime were far off are mad 
nigh by the Hood of Chrifh _ 13. 


I, The way of cg to God, is de of ho. 
lineſs. 
Man by nature is e ee defied ee 5 
is therefore abſolutely neceſſary, that a real change 4 


der to a perſon's having acceſs to the fountain ot 
unſullied purity, The pure in heart only can ſee Cod, : 


ſo as to enjoy him. Agreeable hereto we find ho- 
lineſe of heart and life, always ſpoken of in thg 


ſcripture, as eſſential to the character of the people 
of God. Tha grace aun ſalvation * 


* Faith being the gi of: Gai,  hilcunthep homie. 
& the production of true religion in the ſoul, + ate, 
This is a doctrine, which I conceive to be clearly 
mie bible; which being admitted, the other greas doftrines. 2 
the goſpel, reſpecting ſalvation by froe, . * Ui 
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foul, always produces true holineſs there. This n 
begun in regeneration, when a perſon is borg «f 
God, and divine fpiritual life is communicated to the 
foul by the Holy Ghoſt. As a perſon grows in 
grace, he advances: and increaſes in holineſs ; and be- 
comes more and more fanRified, in proportion t0 
which its fruits will be manifeſt, in a practical con- 
formity to the will of God, and in a ſelfdenying and 
unreſerved obedience to the divine precepts. This 
kelinefs now poſſeſſing the foul, and influencing the 
converſation, ſhall be perfected in the future gloris 
pus ſtate. The happy ſoul when releaſed from the 
pody, ſhall enjoy an entire freedom from ſin; and be 
with Chriſt. And at the reſurrection of the juſt, the 
body ſhall awake in the likeneſs of its glorious head, 

irituakzed and made holy in all its powers: I a 

wn a natura! body, but it ig raiſed a Spiritual body. 

Phil. i. 23. 1 Cor. xv. 44. Every one who is born 
pf God, now breathes after him, and js formed for 
communion with him. As holineſs increaſes" this 
poramunion becomes more intimate; and when holi- 
nefs is perfected in heaven, there will be the neareſt 
approach to, and moſt happy enjoyment of God. N 
tom that when he ſhall appear, we Mat "he e e 
yur we ſhall fee him” as he 46. 1 John iii. 2. 

This holineſs is not an human attainment, but a 
$ divine production i in the foul. It is not a conditi- 
bon of our being ſaved, and brought near to God but 
an important branch of that ſalvation, which is all 

pf grace, and a fruit of vital union with Chriſt, That 

change of heart, which is productive of true holinefs, 
jg effected by an almighty power. It is the work 
{of the Holy Spirit of God, who is called the Spirit of, 
Lolineſs, By him we arg regenerated and ſanctiſied 
| 10 whatever wg xppiigpon are of. * 
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fings in our ſouls, is the fruit of his ſacred agency. 
Phil. ii. 13. Tut. ii. 13. TFH 2. Gal. v. 22, 
23. 

The work of God in the ſoul of man, in the 
ptoduction of divine life and holineſs, is not an en- 
thuſiaſtic or viſionary notion; but explicable and in- 


telligible in its nature and proceſs. The influence 


and operation of the Spirit of God on the heart, is 
by the goſpel; agreeable to which, we find, thoſe 


| facred works, which are aſcribed to his ſacred agen- 


cy, are faid to be effected by that divine word. Com- 
pare, John iii. 5. Tit. iii. 5. Jam, i. 18. x Pet. 1. 
22, 23. John xvii. 17. Hence it is, that the goſ- 
pel is declared to be the power of God unto ſalvation, 
and to work effeQually in them that believe, as being 


the miniſtration of the” ſpirit. While, therefore, the 


production and increaſe of religion in the ſoul is 
the work of God, this work is effected in a way a- 
greeable to thoſe reaſoning powers and faculties he 
hath given us. The doctrines revealed, the motives 


ſuggeſted, and the objects preſented to view in the 


goſpel, are What have their influence in the heart, 
to lead to that vital godlineſs, that genuine experi- 
ence, and that practical conformity to the divine will, 
which diſtinguiſhes the real chriſtian. Col. i. 6. 

Agreeable hereto, when the goſpel is received. in 
power and in the Holy Ghoſt, and enjoyed as the word 
of divine truth, while it poſſeſſes the foul with a' ſa- 


cred freedom and confidence in approaching to God., 


it is alſo experienced in its vital power and influence ; 


transforming the heart, and creating it anew in true 
holineſs. No ſooner is the goſpel believed, than it 
operates to the cure of the ſoul, by checking the 


malignant influence of ſin, diſpelling its horrid con- 
gion, and diffuſing life, purity, and health, through 
4 ; all 
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- - tified, and made an holy people; and therefore dif 
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all the powers of the inner man, | Thoſe who ax 
made one with Chriſt by vital union, are, quickeged 
with him by the power of his life-giving word ; ; and 
and by the faith of this they are purified and ſanc- 


poſed and formed for ſacred intercourſe and fellow. 
ſhip with an holy God. Eph. ii. 5. John v. 25. AQs 
xv. 9. John xvii. 17. Acts xxvi. 18. 

As the goſpel is thus effectual to product holy 
principles and diſpoſitions in the ſoul, ſo while it 
opens to the believer a way of acceſs into the 
0% by the blood of Feſus, he finds this way to be the 
way of holineſs; for his heart is now engaged to 
God, to love him, to deſire him, and delight in him. 
Holineſs: is the element in which he lives; and all 


thoſe things which are of a holy nature and ten- 


dency, become his entertainment and pleaſure: And 
as the believer increaſes in the knowledge of Chriſt, 


and becomes more eſtabliſhed, grounded, and ſettled | 


in the faith of him, the more his heart becomes pu+ 
riſied, and he has his fruit unto holineſs. Famili- 


arizing the goſpel to his heart, ſurveying; its divine 


excellencies, and contemplating it as a ſyſtem of ho- 
lineſs, as well as of grace, the cloſer. he cleaves to 
it, and the more he lives upon it, the more he ex: 
periences of its transforming efficacy: for | beholding 
with, open face as in @ glaſs, the glory of the. Lord, he 
6s, changed into the fame image from glory to glery, H 
. of the Lord. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

This is the way which the goſpel reveals, for fin- 


ners of the fallen ract to come to God. In Jeſus 
| they have an open door, and an high way of acceſs 
. fet before them. In his righteouſneſs, and fulneſy, 
. here is every thing they need to recommend them. 


- This, being apprehended aud, enjoyed by faith, they 


x * 
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( 23 ) 
are brought | into this way, and can now draw near 
unto God. And as the word of truth, written on the 
heart by the divine Spirit, is a ſanctifying word; ſo 
thoſe principles and diſpoſitions are' hereby 1 


f in them, by which they delight i in e to * \ 
7 But I go on, 4 
© | | | 


III. To point out ſome cof N e ee "Ie 

tages and bleſſings, which thoſe enjoy, who are inter- <4 

eſted in this great privilege ; ; We have boldneſs and 
acceſs with, confidence. 

Here is a happy freedom and liberty in approach- 
ing to God. This is enjoyed by all thoſe who re- 
ceive the goſpel, in the knowledge and faith of it. 
The Lord Jeſus is the ſacred door, by which they 
enter; and having entered, they go in and out, and 
find paſture. In conſidering this invaluable privilege, 
we may properly include what follows. 


1. Such perſons have acceſs to God, as par- 
doning their ſins. When a perſon is made ſenſible 
of his true ſtate as a ſinner, and alarmed with the 
apprehenſions of divine wrath, he then ſees the vaſt 
importance of forgiveneſs with God. But how ſhall 
he obtain the ineſtimable bleſſing? The light of na- 
ture, the powers of reaſon, and all himan expedi- 
ents fail, and are unavailable, to give him an aſſur- 
ance of the bleſſing ; and to bring peace into the 
awakened conſcience. But the goſpel of Jeſus (for 
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fin- ever adored be the grace it reveals; and for ever pre- | i 
ſeſus cious the relief it brings) the goſpel of Jelus reveals I 
ceſs to us with the fulleſt evidence, that there is forgivencſi B. | | 


neſy, with God: and it points out the way, with the ut- 
em. moſt clearneſs and certainty, in which this forgive- 
they WW cls is extended and enjoyed. The Lord Jeſus is 

a? | heren 


EO "OI 


— 
— ])) 
7 
— 


=&. > 


herein exhibited, as being a ſubſtitute in the rooni 
of the guilty, bearing their ſins and making a ful 


atonement. Through him is preached th: forgiveneſs 


of fins. Acts xiii. 38. Forgiveneſs of the very chief 


of ſinners: their moſt aggravated crimes, and mul- 
tiplied tranſ greſſions. Forgiveneſs, abfolutely freey 
beſtowed on the moſt unworthy and undeſerving; with» 
out any preparative, or entitling condition ; granted. en- 
tirely without money, and without price. This is good 
tidings of great joy to the diſtreſſed ſoul : he hears 
it, and receives it as the truth of God. It brin 

relief to his conſcience, and joy unſpeakable. 8 
this he truſts. In the Redeemer's finiſhed work, he 
finds a ſure ground of confidence and reſt for his 
ſoul. Now he can approach the throne of a ſin-as 
venging God, without being terrified. He beholds 
the flaming ſword, which ſtood to guard the way 


of the tree of life, queriched in the blood of E. 
manuel: and ſees the gates of paradiſe thrown open, 


inviting .him to draw near to his forgiving God. 
The humble believer, though ſenſible of the evil 
of ſin, and of his own unworthineſs, beholds the 
pardon of his ſins ſecured, by the great atonement of 
his dying Lord. On this he lives from day to day, 
This is the ſupport of his ſoul, the ſource of his joy, 
and the ground of his hope. Hence he can defy every 
enemy, and every accuſer; and with the triumphant 
apoſtle ſay; ©* Who is he that condemneth ? it is Chr if 
« that died—he is riſen—he is at the right hand of God. 
« There he preſents the blood of his' great ſacrifice. 
„He hath an everlaſting prieſthood, and hence I look 
for everlaſting forgiveneſs. His promiſe is the 
« pround of my confidence. He that heareth m 
word, and belicveth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting 
ve and * not come into condemnation, but is 6 


em — 


(2 ) 
& from death, wito fe John v. 224 

; O ye that believe in, and receive Chris; this is 

bor diſtinguiſhing privilege. He hath loved, you a 2 

| given himfelf for you; and by. faith in him, you re- 

ceive the remiſſion of ſins: Now you may dtaw neat 

to the throne, and have acceſs with confidence; for 2 

peace is made by the blood of the croſs? What mars 

vellous grace is this! You no-longer hear the thun 

ders of the law, but the gentle and peaceful lan- 

guage of forgiving love. Ye are not come to the mount 

that burned with fire, nor unto blackneſs, and dari- 

neſs, and tempeſt 3/ but ye are come unto Mount Sion - 

and unto. Jeſus the mediator-—and to the blood 'vf ſprinks 5 3+ 

ling. Heb. x11; 18—24. 5 4 
If, brethren, you have, a e of this 0 

great privilege, your hearts will be warmed with gra« WP 

titude, -and- your lips will abound with: praiſe, to your 

God and Saviour. Far from ſinning becauſe grace u- 

bounds, ydu will experience, that by cleaving to ths > 

croſs, and realizing its doQrines, fin will become 

more and more hateful to you. Your love to Jeſus, 

and all its genuine fruits, will increafe and abound; ih | | 

proportion. to your views of the largeneſs of the debt | 

forgiven, and of the freeneſs of that grace, by which 4 

you obtain forgiveneſs. Lab vii. ron RT. "M 


2. Thos d dave adreſs; as God, are bwugdt 
dear to him, as their covenant God, and Father: In 
the blood and righteouſneſs of their glorious ſurety, "I 
they ſtand complete; and by kim they dre predeftinated . ._ 
uito the adoption of children, according to'the' good lad "I 
ſure of his will. Eph. i. v. 80 that de they can N 
draw. near to God, and converſe witk him, under tlie | 
foul-reviving character of a father. Hete, O believe, 
You may with ſacred adrniration, contemplate the wort- 


C1 


ders of divine grace. The high and lofty one, wha iy 
| — habiteth eternity, whoſe name ts holy, hath graciouſly 
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6 condeſcended to regard thee, when thou walf an tlitn I / 
3 and an enemy. In love to thy ſoul, he hath/& J 
id 5 livered thee from the pit of corruption, and 
1 miſeries of thy forlorn ſtate; and advanced thee w * 
4 [ RT the higheſt dignity, and to the neareſt relation ty h 
. himſelf. Behold what manner of love the father hath il * 
= beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould IM 90 b 
4 1 John iii. 1. 4 
1 O ye children of the moſt hi | having free ac. Ml * 
4 „ to his P L 
jy braces, you may now traſt your all with him, and i 
i live upon him, as your almighty father. Inu his im- U 
bl anutable love, tender compaſſion, and conſtant care; f 
in his rich beneficence, and powerful guardianſhip, f 
you may place the confidence of your ſouls.  Ahd e 
while you are a crown of glory in the hand of % 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of vous God; f 
and he rejoices over you with Joys and reſts in ts ; 
1 | love; you may go on your way rejoicing, being f- p 
1 * ſured your relation to Jehovah is indiſſolvable, ad Wl * 
\8 that nothing in earth or hell Mall /eparate N g 
| fit love. Rom. viii. 38, 39 1 
} | | 3. This ortvitege alſo . freedom in addrel. a 
\ 1 ing God in prayer; and ſo the wards of che text n 
are underſtood by ſome, as referring more -particular- þ 
8 i to that freedom of ſpeech, which the believer fd, 
1 in ſpeaking to his God. This, however, with other A 
T's things, is doubtleſs intended. And ſurely, the privi- , 
| lege of "addreſſing ourſclves to God, and that, in the BY _ 
p endearing character of a father, is great indeed. Je- I 
4 | tus, the mediator, hath opened the way of approach. 8 
Ip and, markgd it with his, blood ; and while be gow | 


(9). 


us liberty of Seel, ce hear itn" died sse 
ye ſhall aft the Father in my name, n rhe ce 


John xvi. 23. 


draw near to their gracious God and father, Te 
him they make known their wants, and before him 
they ſpread their ſorrows. Under all their afliQions, 


ready to be \overwhelmed within them, they fly to 
the eternal God as their refuge. They cry, and the 


in their fouls, In the faith of his promiſes, they call 
upon him in the day of trouble, and they find him 


ſpiritual and temporal, they ſeek the Lord, having 
this confidence, that whatever they aft according to hes 
will he heareth them. 1 John v. 14, Sometimes, indeed, 


their good; or they may aſk for needful bleſſings to 


or at a different time, than what the Lord ſees fit- 
ting for them. In 'which cafes, though he denics 


to experience, that they do not ſeek his face in vain, 


he chat gen n 
xi. 28, 

Prayer is an exerciſe, peculiarly ſuited do the ver 
turn and diſpoſition of We renewell foul. -To-thoſs 
who are born of Gad, this will not be a'taſetor bur- _ 
err Oy 
tered as a dull duty, but a heart-reviving/privilege. 
Being formed by divine grace for reel -holinefs,/ they 
will delight in ſeeking to, and canverſing win a 
by (al, and Holy a * 

x E 2 "Tis 


In the faith of this great mediator; the "ict cad, | 


burdens, . and trials, and even when their hearts are 
Lord anſwers them, and ſtrengthens them with ſtrength - 


faithful, who. hath promiſed. Amidſt all their wants 


they may not receive direct and immediate, anſwes | 
to their petitions, They may aſk what is not for 


be granted in a larger meaſure, in-a different way, 


1 


them in love, he will, notwithſtanding,” give hem 
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liar n at ſpecial ſeaſons, in their waiting 6 
the Lord, to haye their hearts enlarged ;,/ and, by the 
aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit, to'pour out that effefyal, 
ſervent prayer, which availeth- much. They diaw 
pear to the ſeat of God, and order their cauſe be. 
fore him 3 and di their mouths with arguments; Joh 
Want 8, 4. 

And every one who enters into the true ſont! 2nd 
es of this privilege; can addreſs the Lord with 
liberty, and confidence of ſoul. #« This is my God 
* and father, ſays the belieyer ; amidſt all my unwor. 
te thineſs, he views me in his ſon, Hamelgſa and un: 
# reproveable ; amidſt all my. numerous wants; he is 
able and ready to ſupply me. N knows „ in- 
i moſt ſoul, he hears my cries. All my defere ts, 

1 ham, and my groaning is not had from lim. Be bh 
$ my tears into has bottle, and writes them all in his' book, 
. He cannot, he will not deſert -me. He bath gie 
en his word to encourage my applications to him; 
and this divine word, theſe precious protmiſes, are 


the ſecure ground of my expectations; and theres . 


#* fore I truſt in him, that ke will /upply all my need; 
e that he will withhold no good thing ; but will He 
4 that which concerneth me. Thus the believer holds 
divine communion with his heavenly Father in Chriſt 
In prayer and praiſe, he riſes in his affections aboje 
the world, and has a glimpſe of heaven. And in 
| theſe happy feaſons, he ſometimes finds a deſite to 
depart, and to be with Chriſt, that he may enjoy 
maote ſpecial: and uninterrupted ' nearneſs to bim. 

8 The happineſs he enjoys in communion with Gat 
18 fo ſubſtantial and real, that it is with reluctance he 
thinks. of returning again to the world, and to ſen: 
| ſible things; for he w het ed me * 


0. ä 455 N 


Bn 0&9 Or ©» 4 © - & » 


» Þ Sx vw Þb 


200 


4. Thoſe who. are favored - with - acceſs to God, 
are introduced into all the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the 
goſpel. Every gift of divine grace is a part of the 
ſaints glorious inheritance,, conſidered as the children 
of God. Gifts and bleſſings, lowing from the pure 


fountain of divine loye, and; ſecured -by the immu- 


tability of that love. Bleſſings, held forth in the 
word of promiſe, and the fulfilment of the promiſe 
confirmed by the oath of him that cannot lie. An 
everlaſting coyenant, made with Chriſt, on behalf of 
all the choſen ſeed; and this covenant ratiſied by 
the blood of the great ſurety. , A covenant, the great 
outlines of Which are, * will be to you a God, and je 


fall be to mea people, 1 wnil put my laws. in their 


« minds, and write them in their (hearts. ' Their fans 
« and iniquittes will, remember no more. With. bleſs. ” 


« ſing I will bleſs thee. I will giue grace and glory. 
*« I will neuer turm away from doing _ —_ All: 


te js yours in life, death, and eternity)“ 


By faith in Jeſus. we haye acceſs 1050 this grace, 
and hereby enjoy the rich munificence of our hea- 
venly father. The righteoufneſs of Jeſus ſorms. our 
title to the ſacred inheritance ; and by faith we 


enter into poſſeſſion and enjoyment. Thus the poors 


eſt ſaint, as to this world, is rich in faith, and rich 


towards God; and has a good: part, which ſliall neuer 
be taken. away. Luke x. 42. The more a believer 
grows up in Chriſt, the clearer are his views of the 
fulneſs and worth of his inhetitance, the more: clear 


and certain his title appears, and the more his deſires 


are led forth after a fuller enjoyment of it: and in 
proportion hereto, he has acceſs with confidence in- 
to this fulneſs, and an entrance 25 adminiflered unto him 
abundantly, into the everlaſting kingdom gf oy" bord 
ey Samour, Jeſus EMS 2 Pet, 1.11. ; ou "4 
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- With this acceſs to God, the bellbher may find 
And look around, and ſurvey his inheritance: | He 
may look northward and ſouthwafd, eaſtward aid 
weſtward, and behold the land flowing with ll 
2nd honey 3 ; and with divine complacency may ſay. 
All this is mine: all this I enjoy of free grace 
« This is given me by virtue of my union with -my 
« glorious head, Chriſt Jeſus. I have all, and about, 
for the Lord himfelf-is my portion.“ 

Here, indeed, the believer enjoys but a little, in 
compariſon of what is in reverſion; yet what he now 
enjoys is an earneſt of the whole, and a certaiy 
pledge of all the fulneſs and glory of the heaven) 

fate. He has now the experience ef a meaſure; 
which is, everlaſting life begun; and in faith and 
hope, he Has. a realizing and appropriating view df 
that complete fulneſs, which is life evertaſtinÞ, in all 
its. glorious conſummation. In the Lord Jeſus be 
has by faith acteſi into this grace wherein he Nando, und 
5 ee e * Kom. V. 2. © 

9. Thoſe who believe in Jeſus, hive 2 rel and 

erin -experience of that ſacred boldneſs and con- 
fidence in approaching to God, which is fpaken f 

in the text. The mediator's work being perfect © 
very. obſtacle and impediment, which ftood in the way 
is removed. And being brought out of darkneſs into 

__ divinelight, and having Chriſt and his truth hving and 
.. abiding in then, they have an open door, and an highs 
way of -accefs into the holieſt ſet before them. An 

tte facred truth, by its functifying efficacy in their 
fouls, fits and difpoſes them to draw near to God 
with delight and pleaſure, Therefore living by faith 
on dhe ſon of God, and being influenced by holy prin- 
cigles their hearts cleave ta the ä 
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happy in 8. ſenſe of his lee 10 hem. Their fellow, 
Jos is wi apt and el 26 Chriſt ; and 
this fellowſhip is zeal and abiding, for Bad dwelleth in 

them, and they in him, 1 John i. 3 3 in 1%. $3, 2: 

As the goſpel of Jeſus is the incorruptible word, 
which endureth for ever ; ſa the. gloriaus objects and 
bleſlings it reveals, are immutable and eternal in their 
nature. This word the belieyer is led into the know. 
ledge of, and he experiences its quickenjng, comſart- 
ing, and fanRifying influence. And the eternal ſpit 
rit having written this ſacred word on his þ 
there it remains and abides. It dwellah in him, end 
ſuall be in hum for ever; and there is an enjoy- 
ment of that unfailing grace it reveals, for 
Chriſt liveth in him; and he receives out of his 
fulneſs, grace for grace. On which conſideration, it 
muſt neceſſarily be concluded, that the way af ac» + 
ceſs to God is clear and open before him; and that 
he knows what it is, with a facred confidence, and 
an holy difpoſition, to draw near to God as his ſa- 
ther in Chriſt. os 

It is however neceſſary to obſerve, that a praftical | 
cleaving to Chriſt, to his truth, and ways; is of, the 
utmoſt importance, in order to the happy enjoyment. 
of this. freedom and confidence, in approaching to 
God. To this we are very frequently exhorted in 
the New Teſtament. If through temptations or world - 
ly enſnarements, inattention or lukewarmneſs, or by 
any means whatever, we diſregard the goſpel, ſo far 
our ſouls will. be unhinged, and our ſacred confidence 
flag. But, in proportion as our hearts cleave. to he 
Lord, and we live by faith in Jeſus; are inſtant ip 
prayer, and familiarize to outſelves the word of truth z 
are watchful to improve the privileges of chriſtian, fels 
ny ny 9 ee 


F SLA r ary ©. © ws 


— rms 


* 


"+ 
n 


( 32) 


WV | boldneſs and confidence, in approaching the throne 

of of our covenant God and father. For by thus cleay- 

: ing to Chriſt, who is the only way of acceſs, we 
come to know more of him, and receive more from 
him. We hereby learn more of the immutable na- 
ture of thoſe things, which are the ground of our 
confidence; and become more fully partakers of that 
holineſs, which makes communion with God : truly 
deſirable. -% 

er hearts "thus ardendly go forth whey oc 
the faith of the goſpel, we ſhall know what it is 
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and. of our intereſt in him. Our hearts will then 
be enlarged, in a happy experience of the influence 
of divine truth, by the Holy Ghoſt given to us, and 
we ſhall go on our way rejoicing. This is the gras 
cious deſign of God, reſpecting his people. It is not 
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plexity, but walk in the light as he is in the light, and 

- have fellowſhip with him, He hath ſhewn unto the heirs of 

| promiſe the ummutability of his council, that they * 
A a ferong conſolation. Heb. vi. 17 18. * | 


1 
* 
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£62 Same * 5 may poſſibly objekt, and fa „We cannot 
« draw near to God with freedom and delight, without ſome 
« ſpecial manifeſtation of his love to us, by the Holy Spirit. 
« Withvut this, our hearts will be languid, and nothing cont* 
1 fortable can be experienced, &c. I anſwer That 1! firmly 

believe, that every ſpiritual blefling, which the ſaints] (enjoy, 

a free gift of divine grace; their enjoyment of which, is, 

the Holy Spirit given to, and Avelling i in them : through, 2 
* | facred influence they experience, in ſome happy ſeaſonk, their 
3 hearts enlarged, quickened, and comforted, to 3 degree not com- 
| mon! Yet this happy enlargement is connected with the know- 
| * faith of e truth. n being immutable, 
Suck 


| 


dernefs, of conſcience, in regard to ſin and duty; ſo ; {@ 
far ſhall we be experimentally acquainted with holy, 


to live from day to day, under a ſenſe: of his loye, - 


his will that they ſhould remain in darkneſs and per- 
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Such is the happineſs of thoſe, who have acceſs 
to God by the great Mediator. Such is the diſtin- 


guiſhing privilege, with which they are favored, and 
the bleſſings, of which they are made partakers. Hap- 


þy are the people who are in ſuch a caſe ; yea happy 


are the people, whoſe Cod is the Lord. But 1 haſten, 


IV. To tloſe the whole, with ſome reflections on 5 
the 5 


1 From hence appears, the vaſt 3 and 
worth of the goſpel: Herein is made known, the 
way, which infinite wiſdom hath deviſed; and ſove- 
reign grace hath provided, for guilty, miſerable” ali- 
ens, to be brought near to God with acceptance: arid 
by the efficacy of this ſacred word, the heart is re- 
newed, and formed for communion with him. This 
ſacred word reveals the riches of divine grace, the 
fulneſs of Chriſt, and the greatneſs of that ſalvation, 
which he 'hath wrought. God hath magnified hi, 
word W WANT and it NI us 


and e 
immovable ground of confidence, on which to reſt: and from 
CO ONT A NEE” 
tion. Iſa. xii. 3. 

1 Would think: myſelf wanting in a regard to the doftrines 
of grace, had I repreſented them of leſs importance and efficacy 
than what I have here done. I have fincerely attempted to 
ſlate the ſubject of this diſcourſe, agreeable to the wotds which 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. Should it pleaſe the Lord to render 
it uſeful to ſome ot thoſe little ones belonging to himſelf, my 
end is anſwered in it. I do not however expect to eſcape the 
cenſure of thofe; who think they are ſerving the cauſe of Chriſt 
by miſrepreſenting, and calummzing theit brethren. But their 
conduCt does not terrify me, being aſſured, that as the bird 

wandering, and as the ſwallow by flying, ſo _ —_ en 
We . | 


LAGS ' moſt 


— 
. 

— . — 
o — 


_,. 
aw — — a” * 3 
2 * 
— — . 
- 
2 — ——— — 
„ —— — — 
* 
\ 


+ * x7 : 
7 
— 7 
- — —— 
— Greg - N 2 - 
— — — — 
— —— — 
. 
. 


— - = A. 
_ — 

— — 4 
— - * — 

5 r 


7 184) 
moſt highly to eſteem and honor it. It is le gh. 


rious miniſtration of the eternal Spirit, and that by 
which his gracious operations are experienced in the 


heart; for it is the power of God unto ſalvation, | 


to every one that believeth. Let me exhort and en- 
treat you therefore, to cleave to this word of truth; 
Study it, and pray over it; and beg of God to give 


you more of the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, in 


the knowledge of Chriſt, If the goſpel be neglected, 
you forſake the fountain of living waters, and then 
all other expedients will prove but 33 broken ciſterns 
to you: for it is by the knowledge and faith of this 


divine truth, and by this only, whereby ſinners are 


faiſed to the enjoyment of God. This led the a» 
poſtle to ſay, I count all things but loſs, for the an 
celteticy of the knowledge of Chrifi Jeſus my Lord; Phil, 


1 


OM We learn from this ſubject, why it is, that [7 


many of our fellow creatures are prejudiced againſt 


the truth and ways of God. The goſpel, as reveal- 
ing ſalvation by free and ſovereign grace, through the 


mediation. of Jeſus, lies oppoſite to men's natural views 


and principles. And as the doctrines, inſtitutions 


and precepts of the goſpel are holy in their nature 


and tendency, they are in this view, oppoſite to men's 


ſinful propenſities. My thonghts are not as your thoughts, 


neil lier are your ways My 8 the Tos d. Wai Iv. 
8. Mankind, in the darkne 


s of their fallen ſtate, 
are attached to the covenant of works; and are look- 
ing to ſome power, or ſome obedience of their 0wn, 
by which they may come acceptably to God! In this 


besten track they follow one another, and'thersfote 


it is no wonder that a loud outcry is raiſed agaliif 
the doctrines of grace. And as the unregenerate are 
rangers to real holineſs, they can take no delight 3 


2 > == > & © 


Xc@ 


i. Oh. he der LES 


„ 
the .things of God. Heazing ſermans, reading the 
bible, praying to God, and being in the way of re- 
ligious conference, is weariſome and irkſome to them. 
Sacred exerciſes of every kind, are to them dull and 
uncomfortable things ; - and therefore they conclude, 


they are the ſame to others. Hence they conceive 
of religion, as being burdenſome and melancholy ; and 


that the people of God are ſtrangers to real plea. 


ſure and happineſs. 'Thus they are. prejudiced a- 
gainſt religion, and ſpeak reproachfully of it. The 


reaſon of which is, they are ſtrangers to the new 
birth, and to the natute of vital Godlineſs. Their 


hearts remain at enmity to God, they have no defizes 
after him, and can take no pleaſure in thinking or x 
hearing of him. They ſay unto "God, depart from ws, 

we defere. not the: -knawledge of thy ways. Ina XXI. 14. 


3. A profeſſion of the goſpel, or n 4 in the 
forms of religion, will be inavailable to our preſent 
or future happigeſs, if we are not brought near to 
God. To attend the forms of godlineſs, to make a 
particular and public profeſſion of the goſpel, ane 
to grace that profeſſion with an external regularity - 
and order, are things which may go far to recom- 
mend you to obſervers; and many may ſay of you, 
behold, an Ifraclite indeed. But, O how. wretched 
and miſerable muſt you be, and how awful-yoyr 
ſtate, if all this beautiful garniſh of religion ſhould 


only prove 4 fair ſhew in the fleſh ; if amidſt all your 


devotions and forms, you remain a ſtranger to the 
new birth, and the ſpirit of holineſs; be only a wor- 
ſhipper in the outer court, and never enter into the 


'holieft by the blood of Jeſus. Self- examination is ex- 


ceeding needful here; becauſe herein mankind are in 


4 not o of deceiving * but ** is 1 


F 2 ” PL 28s, worſt 


( 96 ) 
worſt of all, of putting the cheat on their own foul 
You cannot think this hint unneceſſary, if you du. 
ly conſider and compare the following ſcriptures.' Mat, 
Vil. 21, 22, 23. xv. 8, 9. xxili. 25—28. Luke xiii. 26 
28. Acts viii. 21. 1 Cor. iv. 20. 2 Tun. ili. $ 
N. n i. s 


4. Thofe, who are by, divine grace wrought near 
to God, ſhall never be ſeparated from him. Are you, 
brethren, experimentally acquainted with that acceſs. 
to God, of which I have been ſgeaking ? then fure- 

| Jy, you will readily. acknowledge, that it is by divine 
ce, you are what you are. 1 Cor. v. 10. And 
if the Lord hath difplayed his marvcllous / loving 
kindneſs, in doing ſo much, ſo great things for you, 
as to call you into his kingdom and glory, and 10 
adopt you as his children; you may be aſſured he 
will not forſake you, bring confident of this very thingy | 
Mat he which hath begun a good work in you, will, per- 
form it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt. Phil. i. 6. 0 I * 
ye children of the moſt high God, go on your way 
xejoicing. It is given you to believe in Jeſus, and 
py this faith, you have a preſent enjoyment of ever- 
laſting life. The word of truth in your hearts is 
: that incorruptibis feed, which liveih and abideth; for ever. 
' The eternal Spirit of God dwelleth in you, and this is 
* certain earneſt, and pledge, of eternal glory, Al 
the perfections of the ever gracious and omnipotent 
| chovah, are employed for your ſecurity. Jeſus, who 
mth an everlaſting prieſthood, appears in heaven for 
He holds you in his hands, and none can, nar 
| ſhall pluck you thence. Having therefore accgſt inio 
this grace wherein ye fland, and being intereſted in'that 
; ove, which is everlaſting, and that covenant, which 
| ko gong * rejoice in f the, glory of 
vr 
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gf Here alſo, I might hes” ities” of the high 
dignity, and diſtinguiſhing happineſs of the ſaints, 


Thoſe, who, by faith in the coſpel have acceſs to 


God, ſtand in the neareſt and moſt happy relation to 
him. They are intereſted in bleſſings ſuperior to 


what eye, hath ſeen, or ear heard; or what hath ever 


entered into the heart of man. The relation is hon- 
orable, and indiſſolvable; and the bleſſings are ſub⸗ 
ſtantial and eternal. What can the world, or tlie 


devil, or fin preſent, that admits of any compariſon 


with this? What are the honors, the riches, the plea- 


ſures, which the ungodly enjoy, when contraſted with 
the ſacred and immutable Magna Charta of the goſpel i 
Thine it is, O believer, to lay, « This is my G04 


for ever and ever. Jeſus is mine, and I am his, | 


« Tt is my Father's good pleaſure to give me 2 
kingdom. I am a child and favourite of God, and 
nothing ſhall ſeparate me from bis love.“ This is 

the happineſs of the meaneſt and pooreſt ſaints. 
Though they have, nothing they can call their own, 


though they are toſſed with ternpeſts of tribulation, and 


paſs through fiery trials, and have no friend on. earth, 
to whom they can apply for relief and affiltance ; 
— the eternal God is their refuge, and underneath are 


| his everlaſting arms, His eyes are auer them, and his 


ears open to their prayers, And he ſhall guide them by ' 


his council, and afterward receive them to * . | 


xXXIIi. 27. 1 Pet. iii. 12. uns 


6. Thoſe who are experime 
the grace and the privilege, of which I have been 
ſpeaking, are called to render the moſt grateful ac · 
knowledgments and praiſes to the great author of 


y bl with 


* 
this grace. When you review, brethren, the miſeries | 


* "ng late, and wel 0 Nn, | 
which 


85 Sci: Goda and 1 hath vere ll 
n you ſurvey your a a privileges? = 


py enjoyments ; 3 and, look ard to what'y 


— = =. 


1 . eternal hallelujahs. Thoſe” who Kü 5 
this grace in truth, and live under its ſacred inf 
ence, will find a ſuitable diſpoſition | to ſing, paß 
to the Lord. Their hearts and lips will moy 
delightful concord towards theix exa 2 77 "og 
attempt to ſhew forth all his praiſe. in the 

The daughters of Zion, arid rejoice in \ [460 
t this divine joy and praiſe now begun on earth 
be hejghtengd, improved, and perſected, ol | 
the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, with 
his mighty angels; when he ſhall complete the fals 
vation of his people, and deſtroy the very laſt of 
their enemies; when he ſhall conduck them to the 
fountain head of felicity, and the full fruition of th 
eternal God. Then the ranſomed” of the 9 
rome to Zion with Jongs, and everlaſting 2 2 theit 
FN 
K. 2 2 5 oy any, why: 


